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Article 30.2 of Organic Law 1/2004, of 28 December 2004, on Comprehensive Protective 
Measures against Gender-based Violence (hereforth Comprehensive Law), sets out that the 
National Observatory on Violence against Women is responsible for drafting an annual report on 
the evolution of violence perpetrated against women in the terms in which it is referred to in 
Article 1.1 of the Comprehensive Law. 
 
The Observatory’s Plenary session approved the 4th Annual Report on 8 November 2011. 
 
 
APPROVED AND PUBLISHED REPORTS 
 
The National Observatory on Violence against Women’s three previous Reports, approved in 
2007 (I), 2009 (II) and 2010 (III), relate to information concerning gender-based violence referring, 
on the one hand, to the period before and after the Comprehensive Law came into effect, up to 
2007 (I) and, on the other, to statistical information up to, respectively, 2008 (II) and 2009 (III). 
 
The “System of indicators and variables on gender-based violence” were included in an Annex of 
the Observatory’s 1st Report. The Observatory’s 2nd Annual Report also included the results of 
research into “Processes and realities for women with disabilities due to gender-based violence”, 
with the backing of the Government Department for Gender-based Violence, and the 3rd Annual 
Report also contained the “Report by the Research Task Force on the so-called Parental 

Alienation Syndrome (PAS)”, which was the result of work carried out by a task force formed at 
the core of the Observatory. 
 
With regard to statistical data, the number of indicators used has steadily grown from one report 
to the next, as have the resulting statistical variables, with a subsequent increase in data 
disaggregation.  
 
Annual Reports 1-3 have been published in the Collection “Contra la Violencia de Género. 

Documentos” (Against Gender-based Violence. Documents) - both in hard copy and electronic 
formats. Their entire content has also been published in electronic format in English, and their 
respective executive summaries can be consulted in electronic format in Spanish, French and 
English. These can be consulted on the Equality section of the website of the Ministry of Health, 
Social Service and Equality.  
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4TH REPORT 2011: STRUCTURE AND CONTENT 
 
The Observatory’s 4th Report, approved on 8 November 2011, consists of two chapters:  

 
- Chapter 1: Statistical year-book on gender-based violence, drafted by the General 

Sub-directorate for the Prevention and Knowledge Management of Gender-based 
Violence, divided into 16 sections and one annex, with a data summary for each 
autonomous region and province. 

 
- Chapter 2: Report by the Research Task Force on child victims of gender-based 

violence. This report was drafted by the Children’s Group at the National Observatory on 
Violence against Women, made up of experts on gender-based violence and violence 
against children from varying disciplines and fields, and its objective is to raise the profile 
of children as direct victims of gender-based violence. 

 
 
CHAPTER 1 - STATISTICAL YEAR-BOOK ON GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 
 
 
The Statistical Year-book of the Observatory’s 4th Annual Report provides available figures on 
gender-based violence for 2010 and, furthermore, the accumulated figures for previous years. It 
does so in such a way that the period of time addressed, studied and interpreted enables us to 
build up a greater and improved understanding of issues including the reality of gender-based 
violence in Spain, the behaviour of victims and aggressors, complaints of gender-based violence, 
the resources put at the disposition of victims of gender-based violence, and the way society’s 
perception of gender-based violence has evolved. 
 
Chapter 1  of the 16 sections making up Chapter 1, we should emphasize that changes have been 
made with respect to the 3rd Annual Report; we have now omitted the section corresponding to 
“900 210 021. Telephone helpline and online information and guidance service regarding policies 

of equality and men”, while three new sections have been added: Section 3 on “Women victims of 

gender-based violence with active police assistance”, including data from the Ministry of Interior; 
Section 6 on “Telephone Helpline for children and adolescents at risk”; and Section 16, which 
includes the results from the “Opinion polls on the way gender-based violence is dealt with in the 
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media”, carried out in 2009 and 2010 by the Government Office for Gender-based Violence, and 
using data from the 2009 survey of media professionals. Furthermore, the information in Section 12 
dealing with “Gender-based Violence Offenders Serving Prison Sentences” has been extended 
with the inclusion of figures for those on remand. Further information has also been added 
regarding society’s opinion of gender-based violence with, furthermore, increases in the number of 
people surveyed and survey type; analysis of the CIS monthly indicators is maintained (section 14) 
as is that of the Government Office for Gender-based violence’s online polls (section 15), while, as 
was mentioned earlier, a third survey has been added (section 16).  
 

What follows is a summary of the content of the Observatory’s 4th Annual Report, in the order in 
which it appears in the report, focussing primarily on the overall figures for Gender-based Violence 
in Spain in 2010. 
 
1. Fatal victims of Gender-based violence. 1 January 2003 to 31 December 2010.  
Source of data: Government office for Gender-based violence (Secretariat of State for Equality. Ministry of Health, 

Social Services and Equality). 

 
Number of fatal victims: The total number of female victims of gender-based homicide in 2010 
was 73; and the total from 2003-10 was 545. More than half of the women killed in Spain during 
that period died at the hands of their partners or ex-partners. 
 
In the pattern illustrated in the following graph we can observe the fluctuation in the number of 
women murdered by their partners or ex-partners, with 2009 standing out as the year with the 
least fatal victims out of the past eight years.  
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Complaints by victims: Of the 73 victims who died of gender-based violence in 2010, only 30.1% 
(22 women) had previously reported their perpetrators. Furthermore, 17 victims had applied for 
protective measures, with 14 of them receiving said measures. 
 
With regard to the legal proceedings carried out in courts of justice prior to the crimes, we should 
highlight that of the 345 women killed as the result of gender-based violence from 1 January 2006 
to 31 December 2010, the only period for which said information is available, only 97 perpetrators 
(28.1%) had been reported for abuse, while 248 (71.9%) had not been. 
 
What continues to be vital is to improve the systematic and comprehensive collation of data in 
order to find out why there were prior complaints in only 28% of cases; why some women 
withdrew their complains when it was clear that abuses existed; and why in some cases there 
was a lack of continuity throughout the complaint process, or where having reported abuse 
women did not then ask for protective measures. Equally, we need to know how the killings might 
have been avoided in those cases in which the victims were provided with protective measures. 
 
The persistence of the crimes and the variability in their levels over a lengthy period brings into 
relief the fact that gender-based violence, in its most brutal manifestation, is a phenomenon that 
follows a sporadic pattern affecting the entire country. Each death has a substantial impact on the 
figures and their distribution. 
 
If we compare the annual average of gender-based homicides in those years leading up to and 
subsequent to the Comprehensive Law coming into effect, we observe a drop in the number of 
offenses. 
   

 
 
We do not feel it is enough, however, simply to evaluate the efficiency of the Comprehensive Law 
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come up with a specific figure for those women whose lives have been saved as a result of the 
resources that the Comprehensive Law provides them with. 
 
 
2. Complaints of gender-based violence. 1 January 2007 to 31 December 2010 
Source of data: Spanish General Council of the Judiciary. 

 
In 2010 a total of 134,105 reports of gender-based violence went to court, which means an 
average of 11,175 per month, and a daily average of 367. This means a slight drop (1.1%) in the 
numbers compared with 2009. 
 
 

 
 
Of the 538,063 complaints that went to court from 2007-10, 398,588 were filed directly by the 
victims of gender-based violence either with the courts or the police, 70,875 came from police 
statements as a result of direct police intervention or that of social services and third parties, with 
60,627 originating from injury reports, and 7,973 from the victims’ family members. 
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3. Female victims of gender-based violence with active police assistance. 31 December 
2010.  
Source of data: Government Office for Gender-based Violence (Secretariat of State for Equality. Ministry of Health, 

Social Services and Equality). 

 
As of 31 December 2010, 95,601 female victims of gender-based violence were receiving police 
assistance from the State Law Enforcement Agencies, being considered as active cases of this 
type of violence. Of these, 601 women were awaiting assessment. From the most recent 
assessments of each case it was concluded that 31,850 women were risk victims, and received 
both police assistance and active police protection. In 63,150 cases the final assessment came 
back with the conclusion of there being no appreciable risk.  
  
What can be concluded from the above is that for each million women aged 15 and over residing in 
Spain, 1,559 were victims at risk of suffering further gender-based violence and, as a result, in 
receipt of active police protection. 
 

 

      

 
 
4. Judicial data on gender-based violence. 31 December 2010. 
Source of data: Ministry of Justice. 

 
Specialised courts: As of 31 December 2010 there were 461 functioning Courts dealing with 
violence against women, of which 106 were exclusively Courts for Violence against Women, and 
355 were general courts compatible with other cases. 
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Criminal Courts and Provincial Court Rooms: Furthermore, as of 31 December 2010 there were 17 
specialised Criminal Courts and 69 Provincial Court Rooms exclusively given over to dealing with 
cases involving violence against women in the terms set out in Article 1 of the Comprehensive 
Law.  
 
Free legal assistance: During 2010, 7,764 women received free advice from the legal assistance 
service in those areas managed by the Ministry of Justice. 
 
Comprehensive Forensic Assessment Units: In 2010, there were 10 functioning comprehensive 
forensic assessment units and 26 psychosocial teams working in those areas managed by the 
Ministry of Justice.  
 
 
5. 016 – Helpline for information and legal advice on gender-based violence. 3 September 
2007 to 31 December 2010. 
Source of data: Government Office for Gender-based Violence (Secretariat of State for Equality. Ministry of Health, 

Social Services and Equality). 

 
In 2010, 67,696 calls regarding gender-based violence were dealt with by the telephone helpline 
for information and legal advice on gender-based violence (Tel: 016). These figures mean a slight 
drop (1.2%) on the previous year (68,542). 
 
The figure for calls dealt with regarding gender-based violence from 3 September 2007 to 31 
December 2010 stood at 226,904 (see following graph). 

 
 

 
In terms of 016 callers since the service became available, we note that calls made by service 
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users account for 75.9% of the total number of calls made, with 21.4% of calls being made by 
family members and friends, and 2.7% by professionals. 

 

             
 
6. Tele-assistance for children and adolescents at risk. January to December 2010.  
Source of data: Government Office for Gender-based Violence (Secretariat of State for Equality. Ministry of Health, 
Social Services and Equality). 

 
As of 2010 we now have information regarding calls made to the “Child and Adolescent Helpline”, 
which provides a response to the problems and needs of young boys and girls and adolescents at 
risk, and the “Adult and Family Line” aimed at adults who need guidance in helping minors they 
know. This service provides guidance and support in psychological, social and legal areas. 
 
The total number of calls dealt with regarding gender-based violence in 2010 was 553: 
 

 83 calls regarding gender-based violence situations in which the direct victim is a 
minor. 

 470 calls dealing with situations involving minors in a family environment in which 
a woman is the victim of gender-based violence.  
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The average age of minors affected by situations involving gender-based violence is 16, while that 
of minors in environments involving violence is 10.  
 
With regard to aggressors identified in calls made by children living in environments involving 
gender-based violence, 90% corresponded to the fathers of the minors, followed by the current 
partners or husbands of the mothers (7%) 
 
 
7. Users of the tele-assistance and protection service for victims of gender-based violence 
(ATENPRO). December 2005 to December 2010  
Source of data: IMSERSO (Institute of the Elderly and Social Services) and the Government Office for Gender-based 

Violence (Ministry of Health, Social Services and Equality). 

 
Since it became available, and up to the end of 2010, a total of 33,373 women used this service. 
 
Current user levels of this service grew steadily from 2005-09 but, during rationalisations in 2010, 
which resulted in the termination of those tele-services which had not been used for some months 
and others with which it was not possible to contact, current user levels have fallen significantly. 
 
As of 31 December 2010, the number of women using the tele-assistance and protection service 
for victims of gender-based violence stood at 8,830, 35.5% down on the figure for the end of 2009 
(13,696). 
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8. Employment contracts for female victims of gender-based violence with subsidised 
employer Social Security contribution rates (1 January 2003 to 31 December 2010) and 
employment contracts for substituting victims of gender-based violence (1 January 2005 to 
31 December 2010).  
Source of data: Spanish State Employment Public Service, SPEE (Ministry of Labour and Immigration). 

 
From 1 January 2003 to 31 December 2010 a total of 2,764 subsidised employment contracts were 
recorded for victims of gender-based violence, of which 395 were formalised in 2010, 152 
permanently and 243 temporarily. 
 
From 1 January 2005 to 31 December 2010 the total figure for employment contracts for 
substituting victims of gender-based employment stood at 490, with 126 relating to the past year. 
 
 
9. Victims of gender-based violence claiming the labour-market insertion benefit (Renta 
Activa de Inserción; RAI). 1 January 2006 to 31 December 2010. 
Source of data: Spanish State Employment Public Service (Ministry of Labour and Immigration). 

 
In 2010 a total of 25,512 working victims of violence received the labour-market insertion benefit, 
15.9% up on the 2009 levels. 
 
 

      
 
 
Meanwhile, from January 2005 to December 2010 a total of 7,864 victims of gender-based 
violence received aid for changing address. 

 

TOTAL TOTAL 
      CLAIMANTS 

Annual 
Variation 

Accumulated  
Variation 

Monthly  
Average 

2006 10,924 - - 5,673 
2007 13,291 21.7% 21.7% 7,602 
2008 16,883 27.0% 54.5% 9,445 
2009 22,010 30.4% 101.5% 13,461 
2010 25,512 15.9% 133.5% 15,840 
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10. Those receiving the financial aid established in Article 27 of the Comprehensive Law. 1 
January 2006 to 31 December 2010.  
Source of data: Government Office for Gender-based violence. (Secretariat of State for Equality. Ministry of Health, 

Social Services and Equality). 

 
From 2006 to the close of 2010, the Government Office for Gender-based violence had recorded 
the granting of financial aid to a total of 1,044 victims of gender-based violence, as established in 
Article 27 of the Comprehensive Law, of which 220 related to 2010. 
 
 
11. Temporary residence and work permits granted to foreign victims of gender-based 
violence. Figures recorded from 2005 until 31 
December 2010.  
Source of data: Ministry of Territorial Policy and Public 

Administrations. 

 
From 2005 until December 2010 a total of 2,301 
foreign victims of gender-based violence aged 16 
and over were granted temporary residence and 
work permits, of which 823 relate to 2010. 
 
The native continent of origin of these women being granted temporary residence and work permits 
is illustrated in the pie-chart, opposite. 
 
         
12. Gender-based violence offenders serving prison sentences. 31 December 2010.  
Source of data: Directorate General of Penitentiary Centres (Ministry of Interior). 

 
As of 31 December 2010 the total number of male offenders serving sentences in penitentiary 
centres stood at 54,623, of which 5,0301 were serving sentences for gender-based violence  
 
offenses (9.2%). In 2009 this figure stood at 4,734, which means a rise in the past year of 6.3% 
(296 more offenders) 

 

                                                
1 Neither of these prisoner figures includes penitentiary centres in Catalonia. 
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In addition, 13,230 men were on remand, of which 296 related to gender-based violence offenses 
(24.3% for manslaughter or murder of partners or ex-partners), a figure which accounts for 2.7% of 
all men on remand. 
 

 
 
 
13. Electronic system for the monitoring of restraining orders for gender-based violence.  
24 July 2009 to 31 December 2010  
Source of data: Government Office for Gender-based Violence (Secretariat of State for Equality. Ministry of Health, 
Social Services and Equality). 
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violence coming into effect on 24 
July 2009 and 31 December 2010, a 
total of 710 pairs of electronic 
devices were installed. Of these 182 
had been uninstalled by the end of 

2010, which means that the number of active devices as of 31 December 2010 stood at 528. 
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14. Social perception of violence against women. September 2000 to December 2010.  
Source of data: Spanish Centre for Sociological Research (CIS). 

 
Month after month a small section of the populace expresses the opinion that violence against 
women is one of the three main problems in Spain as well as being one of their own three main 
personal problems. The fluctuations in the results obtained, which were greatest in 2004 and 
2005, the period when the Comprehensive Law was being prepared and approved prior to 
coming into effect are due, in all likelihood, to the fact that the subject of gender-based violence 
benefited from a raised profile at that time with the media emphasizing the problem’s nature as a 
specific phenomenon, as well as the need to introduce tailor-made measures to eradicate it. The 
figures relating to 2010 have not altered this trend. 
 
From September 2000 to December 2010 the number of surveys carried out stood at 280,622, with 
a monthly average of 2,483 interviews. 2.8% of those surveyed (7,987) claimed that violence 
against women was one of the three main problems in Spain, and 0.8% (2,236) said that it was one 
of their three main personal problems. 
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violence against women as one of the three main problem's in Spain, 71.2% were women and 
just 28.8% were men.  

 
15. Opinion polls on gender-based violence. June 2009 /June 2010.  
Source of data: Government Office for Gender-based Violence (Secretariat of State for Equality. Ministry of Health, 

Social Services and Equality). 

 
In June 2009 the Government Office for Gender-based Violence carried out an internet opinion poll 
on gender-based violence, which it carried out again in June 2010 using basically the same 
questionnaire. Analysis of the main findings, compared with those of 2009, has been undertaken in 
collaboration with the sociologist Fernando González Hermosilla. The total number of surveys 
carried out comes to 3,000; 1,000 in 2009 and 2,000 in 2010. 

 
The most significant conclusions on the configuration of current opinion regarding gender-based 
violence may be grouped together into two main blocks:  
 

1. - Configuration of current opinion on gender-based violence 
 
 Despite the fact that rejection of gender-based violence has become universal, on 

grounds of principle (91.4%), public opinion holds that it is not limited to a few isolated 
cases but, rather, that we are witnessing a fairly widespread phenomenon in Spain 
(87%), which is currently showing no signs of abating.  
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 Even where there is a majority perception that the problem is fairly widespread, only a 

small minority (10%) claim to have had personal everyday experience of it: female friends, 
working environment, own experience. This leads us to conclude that victims of gender-
based violence continue to conceal their abuse on a daily basis from their most 
intimate surroundings. 

 
 

 
 

 
 Even though a significant minority (35.8%) feel that gender-based violence is a problem 

shared equally by both sexes, the majority (62.7%) still see it as something that mainly 
concerns women. An opinion which is particularly prevalent among women themselves.  

 
 Even though 81.1% of those surveyed in 2010 disagree with the opinion that the 

majority of women’s complaints are false, 76.1% agree that the level of false claims in 
this area is likely to be similar to levels in many other areas; however, a not 
inconsiderable minority (12.3% of women and 16.1% of men) feel that many women 
misuse the Law, which is meant to protect them, by filing false complaints.  
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2. - Main reasons explaining why women do not report abuse: 

  
 A significant majority (79.6%) feel that the main reasons why many women do not 

report abuse are fear and shame, which lead them to keep abuses hidden from the world 
around them. 

 
 Even when increased priority is given to the measures concerning the urgency of escaping 

a situation of abuse (psychological, legal and housing support), over those which could 
safeguard the sustainability of this escape (financial support and employment aid), the 
need to provide victims with comprehensive aid is a conclusion that is backed up by 
the majority of our respondents. 
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 Even though we can identify significant differences between the sexes in terms of the 

most efficient mechanisms to combat gender-based violence, given that men stress 
education (62.6% vs. 47.4%), while women emphasise harsher penalties (28.9% vs. 17%), 
we do find that in both cases the social approach prevails, with both men and women 
highlighting education and social awareness. 

 
 Even though a significant majority (60.8%) exonerate victims for their situation, almost 

half of men (45.3%) and 28.6% of women consider them to be responsible for the 
abuses they receive in those cases where they continue to live with their 
aggressors. 
 

 Even though one can observe considerable levels of convergence between men and 
women in most of their responses, an overall analysis does however make it clear 
that men have a more condescending approach to the problem. 
 

 
16. Surveys on the way gender-based violence is handled in the media. November 2009/ 
November 2010.  
Source of data: Government Office for Gender-based Violence (Secretariat of State for Equality. Ministry of Health, 

Social Services and Equality). 

 
In 2009 and 2010 the Government Office for Gender-based Violence carried out two online 
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(Base: 3000) 
SUPPORT AND RESOURCES. MEASURES AND MECHANISMS 

2.- NEED FOR COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT 
(Sample: 3,000)
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results of both polls was complemented by more than 900 interviews with media professionals on 
the same subject, and was drafted with the collaboration of the sociologist Fernando González 
Hermosilla. The aim of these surveys was to reveal the points of view both of those who actively 
transmit the news (media professionals) and of those who are passive recipients of them (the 
general, non-professional public). 
 
In this section reference is made, on the one hand, to the “general public” (non professionals), 
and on the other to “media professionals”. The number and profile of those individuals surveyed 
(or providing information) were as follows: 
 

 “General public” of non-media professionals: 3,009 individuals, mostly Spanish 
(95.5%), mostly professionally active (79.4%), largely aged 26-45 (60.5%) and 
equally balanced between the sexes.  

 
 Media professionals. 948 professionals. Taken from across all forms of media in the 

following proportions: 31.4% print media; 15.5% television; 14.1% radio, 11.8% press 
offices dealing with the subject area, and just 5.1% from the internet. In terms of sex, 
women represent almost 60%, with men making up 40%, and in terms of age, almost 
60% were from the 31-50 year-old bracket. 

 
The main conclusions were as follows: 

 
 The term most often used to define a man’s abuse of his partner or ex-partner is 

gender-based violence: (65% with two reply options) followed by “domestic violence” 
(around 30%), with those approaching the subject more informally opting for “violence 
against women” and others going further by stressing the “macho” element of said 
behaviour with the term “male violence”. 
                

 A marked majority of the survey sample of non professionals (76.6%) openly rejected 
the domestic nature of the problem, seeing gender-based violence as a matter of 
public interest. 85.8% of professionals and 84.1% of non professionals expressed 
agreement with the notion that cases of gender-based violence should be treated as 
human rights offenses. 

 



 20 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

o  
 
 Around 95% of the general public surveyed felt that the media was the main source of 

information on gender-based violence. In fact, television, radio and the printed press 
account for 85.1% of the first-choice answers and 73.8% of second choices. Backing this 
up 87.7% of the sample felt that “the media is the fundamental source of information 
on gender-based violence”. 

 

 

 
 The majority opinion is that the issue is not given a great deal of coverage in the 

media. In fact a vast majority of the non-professional population feel that the media 
doesn’t pay the issue much attention (78.9%). And it is significant that this percentage 
goes up to 91.2% among media professionals.  

  

          Q12b IN SECOND PLACE          Q12a IN FIRST PLACE 

        Q12 YOUR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE COMES PRIMARILY FROM: 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MEDIA IN TERMS OF KNOWLEDGE REGARDING 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE. 
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 Television figures as the media format which is seen as having the most sensationalist 
approach to the subject of gender-based violence (82.3%), but it also continues to be the 
one that is perceived as being the most effective in combating it (85%).  

 
 

      

 
 
 
           
           
         

           
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 The general public and media professionals agree with the notion that objectivity on the 

part of the media in the way it handles gender-based violence is related to the ability 
of media professionals to do so. And therefore the majority of both groups believe that 
the media should include specialised professionals (70.2% of media professionals; 67% 
of general public) and that special training on how to handle this kind of news item should 
be given in media studies courses at schools and universities (81% and 71.8% for each 
group, respectively). 
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Q30 WHICH MEDIA FORMAT DO YOU  THINK IS THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE AT COMBATING  GENDER.BASED 
VIOLENCE ?  

Q18 WHICH MEDIA FORMAT DO YOU THINK HAS 
THE MOST SENSATIONALIST APPROACH TO 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE? 

 

THE WAY THAT GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE IS HANDLED BY THE MEDIA 
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 95.6% of professionals and 84.5% of non professionals express a strong expectation of 

positive news stories about women escaping cycles of gender-based violence 
being publicised; something that is currently lacking. 
 

 Where we can find the greatest disparity between the opinions of the two groups 
surveyed is on answering the question of whether the suicide of the aggressor is a 
relevant piece of information when covering news of this type. 74.3% of the survey 
sample of the general public felt that it was not. On the other hand, 62.4% of media 
professionals felt that this information was indeed relevant. And we should not ignore the 
fact that between 35% and 40% of both groups felt that the media sometimes presents 
victims as responsible for their own abuse. 
 

 83% of non professionals and 81.1% of professionals also agree that the media should 
be forced to comply with specific communications standards when handling cases 
of gender-based violence. This requirement, shared by a large majority of both groups, 
has two sides to it; on the one hand it points to the insufficient objectivity and marked 
sensationalism attributed to the media in the way it communicates this kind of news, 

Q16 IN YOUR OPINION, IS IT NECESSARY FOR THE MEDIA TO HAVE JOURNALISTS 
  WHO ARE SPECIALISED IN GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE? 

THE WAY GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE IS HANDLED BY THE MEDIA 

YES
67.0

NO
33.0

Q16a WHY IS IT NECESSARY? Q16b AND WHY NOT? 
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while on the other it makes a nod to the media’s social awareness of the phenomenon 
and the important role assigned to it in either preventing or inciting similar cases of 
abuse. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In this context, with a demand to comply with certain standards in a subject area that 
involves an inherent risk, the general public highlighted specific suggestions regarding: 

 

 Things to avoid when handling news stories involving gender-based 
violence: 

 
o 69.9% mentioned any morbid details of the crimes or abuses. 
o 44.8% felt that one should avoid any justification of the aggressor’s 

acts by relating them to traumas, illnesses or addictions. 
 

 Things to encourage: 
 

o The majority of responses point to respecting victim privacy and data 
protection, or highlight information regarding victim rights and where to 
go for advice/help (62% and 61% respectively). 

Q15  DO YOU THINK THAT THE MEDIA OUGHT TO BE REQUIRED TO FOLLOW A SPECIFIC 
STANDARD OF COMMUNICATION WHEN IT COMES TO HANDLING CASES OF GENDER 

BASED VIOLENCE? 

THE IDEAL COMPONENT: HOW SHOULD THE MEDIA TACKLE THIS MATTER? 

YES
83%

NO
17%
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o Around the 55% mark we find opinions which highlight the need to 
promote the recognition and identification of abuses of women, or to 
mention positive pieces of information regarding victim protection and 
the processes involved in escaping abuse situations. 

 
 While a significant majority (86.4%) of those surveyed did not think it was right for the 

media to publicise information that would identify the victim, a marked majority, 
though rather less (72.5%) did think it was right to publicise information identifying 
the abuser.  
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